Here are some of the emails sent to the 8th grade last year.  We tried to get out bi-weekly newsleteers as needed…

Any news for 8th grade newsletter?

From: "Joan Styczynski" <jbsty@yahoo.com>
To: "jami andre" <jami.andre.a6rl@statefarm.com>, "April Davenport" <albehre3@ilstu.edu>, "Lucinda Miller" <ldmax@ilstu.edu>, "Jim Allen" <jdallen@ilstu.edu>, "lynn baber" <lebaber@mac.com>, "fred basolo" <fbasolo@ilstu.edu>, "penny bender" <pabende@ilstu.edu>, "Christine Woywod" <cwoywod@ilstu.edu>, "heather marshall" <hllough@ilstu.edu>, tehuche@ilstu.edu, "David Sulzberger" <dsulzbe@ilstu.edu>, "Linda Jane Thomley" <ljthoml@ilstu.edu>... mor

If you have anything for the 8th grade parents newletter..please send it today.. I'll email it this afternoon... 

Thanks!

Joan Styczynski

__________________________________________________

8/26/07 'Good morning!
Jami Andre' and Joan Styczynski are Co-Leaders with Janette Bruns, Christine Crockett, Densie Fries, Shannon Fulton, Wendy Ives, Mandy Jolliff, Tami Morris, and Joan Stralow for 

Mrs. Davenport's and Mrs. Miller's 8th Grade Classes. This is just a quick update/reminder and first of "Mrs. Davenport's and Mrs. Miller's 8th Grade News",  which will hopefully keep you informed during the year!
 We have tried to find as many email addresses as possible, but are still missing email addresses for Taylor Clayton, Kathryn Roberts,  Lyndsay Shaver, and Billy Kinsella's families.  If you have any of these, please send them to Jami Andre' at jami.andre@verizon.net, or Joan Styczynski at jbsty@yahoo.com, so we can get everyone added! (Also, if you would like to use a different email address and/or see any errors, please let us know.)
 1. Tonight's PTO Meeting,  Thursday, Sept 6th, has been changed to start at 7:00pm, in the Library, instead of 6:00pm, due to 3rd grade parent meeting. 
 2. Friday's Metcalf Family Picnic: Join us for our annual family picnic on Friday, September 7th, at 5:30pm, in the small playground by the Metcalf back parking lot.  An Avanti's sub and chips can be purchased for $3.00.  Also, please bring a dish to pass.  If you can't come, please -if you're able- send a cake for the cakewalk.  (If you have any questions, please call Stacey Panizo at vspanizo@insightbb.com, 452-3585, or Julie Whitacker at 661-1138.
 3. 1:00pm, Dismissal on Tuesday, Sept. 11.
4. School Pictures are scheduled for September 11-13th.  As the date approaches, teachers will be signing up for specific dates/times and sending information home.  You should have received photo envelopes in the mail.  If you have not, please contact your teacher.
 5. We are working with the two eighth grade teachers to determine their needs this year.  We know, for certain, we need one or more volunteers from each class to be the Coordinator for the Montage Basket (December 15) and one or more volunteers to coordinate the collection/selection of the traditional Holiday and End-of-the-Year Teacher's Gifts. If you are interested, please contact Jami Andre' at jami.andre@verizon.net,or JoanStyczynski at jbsty@yahoo.com.
6. 8th Grade Boys Basketball: There will be a parent/player informational meeting on Tuesday Sept 18, at 6:30 PM, in the commons (MLS 115) for 8th grade boys interested in playing basketball.
7. IF you missed the 7th/8th Grade Parents' Meeting last Wednesday night, here are some highlights:
a. Our school theme for the 2007-08 year is  "Initiative". In a quick overview, "Kathy Taylor found a book entitled, The Dog Poop Initiative: A True Story, which illustrated the difference between those who are problem solvers and take initiative and those who simply point out the "problems."  More information is available on the Metcalf website.
b. Outdoor Ed is now changed to Sept 25-28- in hopes of experiencing warmer weather!  

c. Also, swimming will no longer be coed- because of issues on both the girls' and boys' sides. 

d. Classes are now taught in block format-two hour chunks of core classes on M/W and T/Th with regular one hour core classes on Fridays.  

e. PE Classes are focusing on team building for the first three weeks before moving into the different sports.  A good attitude will be a predominate grading focus.

f. The 8th Grade Calendar, http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/curric/8mcalendar.html, is now all inclusive with all the subjects on one page...a great improvement!

 8. Please visit the Metcalf website, http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/, often as it is constantly updated and its corresponding links provide much information!
 If you have any suggestions/comments, please let us know, as we want to make this year as information and easy as possible!
 We hope you have a productive, happy week!
_______________________

Mrs. Davenport provided the following information:
 "The homework calendar page you have linked is just for 8M. 8D has their own as well b/c of block scheduling at http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/curric/8dcalendar.html.  
 And class pictures have been set for Wednesday, September 12. 
8D will start with individual pictures at 1:30 and then have our class picture at 1:45. 
8M will start with the class picture at 1:50 and then follow with individual pictures."
 Thanks to Mrs. Davenport for the information!
__________________________________

8th Grade News for Parents

Thursday, September 20, 2007 12:03 AM

Message contains attachments
MontageRaffle.pdf (115KB), babysitting.pdf (360KB)
Thursday, September 20
Good morning!  Here is this week’s edition of Mrs. Davenport's and Mrs. Miller's 8th Grade News!
 If you have information you would like included in the next email (in two weeks), please email Jami Andre and Joan Stycznski (8th grade room parent leads).
 Note:  Please let us know if you have an update to your email address(es).  If you are receiving emails at multiple addresses and would like us to remove one or more from the email list, please let us know.  Also, if you would like to add email addresses, please let us know. 
1. ChessCats Begins
Organizational meeting has been held.  Please check the ChessCat webpage for more information.
Beginning chess players will start on October 9th. 

2. Parent-Teacher Conferences
Conferences will be held October 2-4. Sign-ups are underway.  Please call the main office (438-7621) to request a time if you did not sign up at the parent meeting earlier this month. 

3. Outdoor Ed – next week September 25-28
All forms due to Mr. Basolo TODAY 9/20  (horseback riding slip) 

4. Montage raffle
Attached is a flyer from Beth Sinclair regarding the Montage Raffle.  Please contact her to purchase or to sell Montage Raffle tickets. 

5. Babysitting Class
PK is bringing American Red Cross Babysitting Class to Metcalf for 5-8th graders on October 8.  See attached flyer for details. 

6. Internet Safety program for parents
Mrs. Mohrman is organizing an Internet Safety program for parents.  Possible dates are Thurs., Oct. 25, Mon., Oct. 29, or Tues., Oct. 30.  Look for more information as these plans are finalized. 

7. 8th Grade Pictures – Due TODAY 9/20 Please bring pictures of you at Metcalf for the SCRAPBOOK. 

8. 8th Grade Girls Basketball
This week the girls are at a tournament in Lexington, including a game tonight 9/20 at 6 p.m., and their next game is after Outdoor Ed, Tuesday, October 2, at home vs. Flanagan School. 

9. 8th Grade Boys Basketball
Organizational meeting was held on Tuesday, season opening tourney in Lexington begins October 30. 

10. Next PTO meeting:  Tuesday, October. 2, 6 p.m., in the library. 

11. Wednesday, October 3, 1:00 dismissal 

12. Jr. Gamma Phi Circus practice begins Wednesday, October 3 
13. Monday, October 8 – Columbus Day  - No School 

14. ISU Homecoming Parade, October 13
We are organizing a Metcalf float for the parade.  If you or your child have any suggestions for a design or can help construct a float, let Joan or Jami know.  We need your ideas, something to build the float on, materials to build the float, and many, many hands to help put this together.  ISU’s homecoming theme this year is Spread the Red – 150 Years of Spirit!  We’ll want to reflect that theme in the float and figure out how the entire Metcalf family can be involved. 

15. 8th grade t-shirts
FYI - More information will be coming soon about the 8th grade t-shirts.  Christine Crockett is coordinating. 

16. Metcalf Student Council
Student Council will be having its first meeting in mid-October.  The emphasis for 7th and 8th graders this year is to have the opportunity for student leadership through student council.  A committee for 8th grade activities will be formed, perhaps they will be involved with the 8th grade t-shirts! 

17. Please visit the Metcalf website often as it is constantly updated and its corresponding links provide much information. 

Thanks.
_________________________________________________________

Good morning!  Here is this week’s edition of Mrs. Davenport's and Mrs. Miller's 8th Grade News!  If you have information you would like included in the next email (in two weeks), please email Jami Andre jami.andre@verizon.net and/or Joan Styczynski  jbsty@yahoo.com (8th grade room parent leads). 
 1. Tuesday, October 2:
Student Led Parent Conferences: Please call the main office (438-7621) to request a time if you did not sign up at the parent meeting earlier this month.

  6:00pm 7/8 Girls Basketball Game: Home vs. Flanagan 
  6:00pm PTO Meeting: Library
 2. Wednesday, October 3:  1:00pm DISMISSAL 
Student Council speeches at 12:30pm.  Voting will immediately follow.
.
Market Days Pick-up 3:30-4:30 p.m.
 3. Thursday, October 4:
12:30pm-3pm 8th Grade Cemetery Walk Field Trip
 Student Led Parent Conferences: Please call the main office (438-7621) to request a time if you did not sign up at the parent meeting earlier this month.

 4. Friday, October 5:
Jr. Gamma Phi Circus Permission Slip due: We NEED student performers, behind-the-scenes tech people, assistants, you-name-it!  Please encourage your child to read over the opportunities available… All interested students must turn in the signed permission form and conduct agreement  by Friday, October 5th.   http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/0708/Circus%20Parent%20letter.doc. Practices will begin on Wednesday, Oct 10th.
U-High Home football game vs. Rantoul at 7:45 p.m.
  5. Monday, October 8:  Columbus Day - NO SCHOOL 
 4:00pm 7/8 Girls Basketball Game  @ Holy Trinity Jr. High
  8am-12:00 Auditions for IMEA District Festival Grades 7/8
 6.Saturday,October13                                                                                                                                              7/8 7/8 Girls Basketball Game  Home game vs. Leroy  
 7. NEEDED: Volunteer(s) to organize/coordinate the Montage Class/Grade Creation: 
In the past, each class has donated a class-chosen “Themed Class Basket” to be included in the silent auction portion of the fund raising Montage event.  This year, the focus of the class “creations” are more adult-focused, created by the children and/or a talented parent. Our new Art Teacher, Christine Woywod, has generously volunteered to work with the parent volunteer(s) and students to create the art creations…such as an original, painted piece(s) of ceramics, a specially made quilt, custom handmade jewelry (with an accompanying night-out dinner certificate), or other original art creation ideas. (Same grade classes can provide one creation, if desired.)  Complete details can read in the attachment. Please contact Jami Andre or Joan Styczynski if you are interested in coordinating the project. 
 8. NEEDED: Volunteers for the creation & building of the ISU Homecoming Parade Float, for Sat., October 13:
If you or your child have any suggestions for a design or can help construct a Metcalf float, please contact Jami Andre’ at jami.andre.a6rl@statefarm.com.  We need your ideas, materials to build the float, and many, many hands to help put this together.  ISU’s homecoming theme this year is Spread the Red – 150 Years of Spirit!  We’ll want to reflect that theme in the float and figure out how the entire Metcalf family can be involved. (The Hunter family is donating the use of their trailer… Thank you!.)

 Please visit the Metcalf website often as it is constantly updated and its corresponding links provide much information.

___________________________________
Tuesday, Oct. 2 3:10 – 4:30 – Getting to Know the Show meeting for Richard Harding Bush (7th /8th non-musical children’s fantasy)  to be performed Nov. 9 & 10.  Specific information on the story and characters will be shared at this meeting.  All 7th and 8th graders are invited to attend.

 Thursday, Oct. 4 3:10 – 4:30 – Getting to Know the Show meeting for “It’s A Bird, It’s A Plane, It’s Superman”.  We will cover the plot, characters, music and audition procedures for auditions in Nov.

The meeting is early due to rehearsal for “Richard Harding Bush”  Oct. 15- Nov. 8.  Auditions will be Nov. 13-16.  Rehearsals will begin Nov. 19 with a read through.

Tuesday, Oct. 9 – 3:10 – 4:30 – Read through and casting for “Richard Harding Bush”. This will be a group casting so that students may experience the audition and casting process from the director’s point of view.  

______________________________


New 8th Grade Newsletter

Wednesday, October 31, 2007 4:45 AM

From: 

"Joan Styczynski" <jbsty@yahoo.com>
'Happy Halloween!  Following is the latest edition of the 8th newsletter! We hope it helps! and you check out the great new websites linked from the Metcalf page!
 1. The Nov. 1st,PTO Meeting is cancelled.  Also, there is no PTO Topic Meeting for Thursday, November 1st.
 2.  Middle School Newsletter: See articles written by your own sons and and
 daughters!  From classes to sports to 8th grade outdoor ed -- you can read 
"What's Happening" with our 7th and 8th graders in the first edition of the 
student-written Middle School Newsletter.  They worked hard and it shows!  
‘Thanks to Mrs. Davenport for sponsoring!  http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/0708/middle%20school%20newsletter.sept.pdf
  3. Check out the 8th Grade Students’ art on the Metcalf link…website  http://www.artsonia.com/museum/gallery.asp?school=94499&grade=8&sdt=7/1/2007&edt=7/1/2008 Our new Art Teacher, Ms. Woywod, also conducts a weekly Monday 3:15 PM - 4:30 PM Art Workshop.  Please contact Ms.Woywod at cwoywod@ialtuu.edu, with any comments/questions.

  4. The Boys Basketball Season has started.  Please see 
http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/vcalendar_asp/search.asp?s_keyword=7/8+BB&s_category=&s_event_date_from=5/22/2007&s_event_date_to=&Button_DoSearch.x=25&Button_DoSearch.y=4  
for the season schedule.  The first home game is Tuesday, November 6 at 6:00/7:00pm.

 5. The 7th and 8th grade Band/Orchestra/Vocal concert will be this 
Monday, November 5th at 7:00 PM in the Hayden Auditorium. Band 
call time is 6:30 in the band room and Chorus call time is 
6:45 in the music room.  
Students should wear good dress-up clothes – no jeans, tennis shoes, or sports attire.  
The note students are getting Tuesday and Wednesday in band and chorus has been 
posted on the Metcalf Music Website.  Band students have new practice sheets and 
can count 60 minutes for the concert, but I need to see times down this week in 
preparation for the concert.
http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/music/index.htm
 6. Girls basketball Pack the Gym Night is Thursday, November 8.  Come support your 8th grade Girls Basketball Wildcats in their final home game.  All Metcalf students have free admission and there will be face painting.  Wear your Metcalf apparel to school on November 8th and support your Wildcats.
 7. Performances of the 7th/8th Grade play, Richard Harding Bush or The Rocco Coco Bean will be on Friday, November 9 at an extended morning assembly for grades K-4 and a public performance on Saturday, Nov. 10, at 3:00 pm. The play is being produced on an experimental basis to give students with high interest in the theatre arts an opportunity to work on and perform in a non-musical production prior to entering high school.  Tickets for the 3:00 matinee will be general seating.  Cast members will have tickets for sale beginning October 22.  If you have questions please contact Ms. Thomley at 438-8433 or e-mail her at ljthoml@ilstu.edu. Please visit the website, http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/theatre/index.htm for Drama Classes & Theatre Calendar/Updates.
 8. Win a $10 Gift card! Montage Ticket Purchase Incentive:
Any family who purchases their montage tickets on or Before November  15, 2007, 
will have  a chance to be entered into a drawing to win a $10.00 gift card to Borders, 
Panera or Starbucks ( winners

 choice).
Montage tickets will be on sale in the main lobby of school on Thursday November 15, 
from 7:30AM to 
8:05 AM and again in the afternoon from 2:45PM to 3:15PM.  Please 
contact Christy Bazan at cnstath@ilstu.edu if you have questions or need to purchase 
tickets.  There are order forms in the Montage ticket basket in the Main office. Thanks 
for supporting Metcalf School!
 9. Check out the After School Program news/schedules at http://www.metcalf.ilstu.edu/afterschool/index.htm.
 10. November 12: *Teacher In-service * Veteran's Day Observed - NO SCHOOL 

_______________________________________

Parents of Eighth Grade Students
Do you want to know what your kids do all day long? 

Come and experience just a piece of their learning at
The 8th Grade Afternoon of Civil War Monologues
Voyage to the Past!
Students will be performing in Hayden auditorium on Monday, November 19th at 12:35 and 1:25.  Both hour-long sessions will contain different monologues with 8M performing in the first hour and 8D in the second.  Please feel free to come to one or both sets of performances.
Feel free to call Lucinda Miller with any questions. (438-2485)
We hope that you will join us for this incredible learning opportunity.

____________________________________-

Friday, December 14, 2007 4:43 AM



Jami <jami.andre@verizon.net> wrote:

We’re nearing the end of the first semester, looking forward to the winter break.  We have just a few notes for 8th grade parents at this time.
 
1. Friday, December 21 – Skating and Holiday Party
A note and permission slip were sent home Thursday regarding activites planned for Friday, December 21.  The note and permission slip are attached to the newsletter in case you haven’t seen it yet.  The permission slip is due Wednesday, December 18.  
The Holiday Party will be held after their return in the afternoon.  Those who are donating snacks/drinks can bring them to school first thing in the morning, before 8:30, or at about 1:30.  Thank you to everyone who contacted us about treats, there will be plenty of food and drinks for the 8th grade classes!
 
2. Don’t forget about Montage this Saturday, December 15.  Our class donated a decorated 7-ft tree, including ceramic ornaments painted in class, and a handmade basket full of goodies. 
3. 7th/8th grade boys basketball have the following games coming up through break and upon return to school:  
a. Tuesday, December 18, 6 p.m. @ Olympia 

b. Thursday, December 27 – Saturday, December 29, Tournament @ Epiphany 

c. Saturday, January 5,  10 a.m. @ Heyworth 

d. Tuesday, January 8, 6 p.m. @ Home vs. Lincoln Carroll 

e. Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m. @ Cornerstone
 
4. 6/7/8 Volleyball has been practicing and games begin the first day back from break: 

a. Monday, January 7, 5 p.m. @ Epiphany 

b. Tuesday, January 8, 6 p.m. @ Tri-Valley 

c. Thursday, January 10, 6 p.m. @ Leroy 

d. Monday, January 14, 5 p.m. @ Home vs. Lincoln Carroll
 
5. Musical rehearsals are underway.  Check the Theatre webpage for rehearsal and performance information.
 
6. Circus practices are continuing on Wednesdays after school.  
 
7. Spelling bee information is attached.  Anyone interested in participating needs to contact Mrs. Miller by January 29.
 
8. If you haven’t looked at it yet, many of our talented students have artwork posted on the Artsonia website.  You can order many products with your child’s artwork, and a percentage is returned to Metcalf.
 
Look for newsletters during the second semester, there are many school activities to keep track of, in addition to our 8th graders preparing for high school.  Please let Joan or Jami know if there are things you would like to see in the newsletter, especially if there are activities we are missing, or changes in email addresses…just email both of us and we’ll include it on the next newsletter.
 Have a safe, happy holiday break!
