March 30, 2007

Dear Parents of 8th Graders,

The end of the year is quickly approaching!  We would like to thank each of you for your continued support as your eighth grader finishes their elementary and middle school years as a Metcalf Wildcat.  They have been leaders this year!  I am confident we are sending the local high schools a great group of students.  

As the fourth quarter gets underway, we need your help in this final dash to the Metcalf finish line.  When spring arrives there’s a tendency for eighth graders to realize they are soon out of here and begin slacking off with almost 25% of the school year remaining.  

The class trip to St. Louis has been scheduled by our Teen Club sponsors, Ronda Wilder and Aggie Hatch. We thank Dr. Mueller for her help as well.  As classes have said before them, they are looking forward to some fun and freedom on this trip.  We plan to give them just that.  Encourage your child to attend this end of the year trip as one of the last chances to socialize with their peers before high school, where they will meet new friends.  Along with fun and freedom comes the responsibility of each child to continue being respectful role models.  Effort, respect, responsibility, and good behavior are criteria for attending this end of the year trip.  Misbehaving in St. Louis is a liability we are not willing to risk.  An easy way for us to gauge responsibility and effort is WebGrader.  Please continue to check on your child’s grades and effort.  
There are plenty of good times remaining this year.  Please read on and join us in the end of the year activities and celebrations.  These items can also be found on the Metcalf website homepage:  www.metcalf.ilstu.edu.  We would like to thank the parent committee for working so hard to prepare for the graduation ceremony and for creating the information supplied on the website.

Tuesday, May 8th- EXPLORE Test at U-High (5:45-8:45 p.m.)
Thursday, May 10th- Make-up date for EXPLORE Test at U-High

Wednesday, May 9th- Auditions for graduation performances will be held at 8:45 a.m. in Hayden
Thursday, May 17th- U-High Class Night for 8th graders, Stroud Auditorium (UHS)

Friday, May 18th- This is the last “regular” day of school for eighth graders.  All textbooks must be turned in and all students must have paid any fines owed to Metcalf for lost or damaged textbooks or library books.  In addition, ALL REMAINING OUTSTANDING SCHOOL FEES, INCLUDING LUNCH BALANCES, MUST BE PAID FOR IN FULL BY THIS DATE.

Monday, May 21st- Middle School Student Recognition Assembly in Hayden, starting at 2:15 p.m.  Parents are welcome to attend.

Tuesday, May 22nd- 8th grade class trip to Six Flags, St. Louis.  Students will need to be at school by 6:45 a.m.  Bus leaves at 7:00 a.m. sharp!  Students will return to Metcalf at 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 23rd- (8:15-2:45) Eighth grade students will be in school for a regular school day, though they will be dismissed a few minutes early at the end of the day.  During the morning, students will set up the auditorium for graduation; the remainder of the morning will be spent rehearsing for the ceremony.  At 11:45, students will be able to leave school for lunch.  In the afternoon, a dress rehearsal of the graduation ceremony will take place for Metcalf K-7th grade students. 
· Eighth graders will be dismissed at 3:00 p.m. on graduation day.  They will be expected to return back to school, dressed appropriately, by 6:30 p.m.

The eighth grade processional is scheduled for 7:00 p.m.  The ceremony will last until approximately 8:15 p.m.  Immediately following the ceremony, there will be a reception for graduates and their families in the large gym.  Beginning at 9:00 p.m., graduates can attend the eighth grade dance which will take place in Fairchild Hall Lounge.  Students need to be picked up by 10:30 p.m.  ONLY METCALF 8TH GRADERS ARE ALLOWED AT THE DANCE.  NO SIBLINGS OR FRIENDS.
Wednesday, May 23rd- 7 p.m., Graduation Ceremony, Hayden Auditorium; Students should arrive by 6:30.  Reception follows Ceremony in gym.  8th grade dance to follow in Fairchild Hall Lounge until 10:30 p.m.
DVD and Pictures- Pictures will be offered at the studio of Kent Photography from 3:00-6:00 p.m. on the day of graduation.  DVD’s of Metcalf Memories may be pre-ordered for $30.00.  Please see order form enclosed.

Graduation Attire- The Eighth Grade Graduation Ceremony is a formal celebration of the success and growth of each eighth grader during their years here at Metcalf.  In maintaining a respectful atmosphere, we remind students and parents that students are expected to dress appropriately for the circumstances.  Young men who are graduating will be expected to wear dress pants, a nice shirt, and possibly a tie and dress shoes.  Young women should be appropriately dressed in a nice skirt and blouse, a dress, or a nice pants outfit, along with a pair of dress shoes.  While all students are expected to dress nicely, graduation should not be confused with prom.  Attire that would be appropriate at prom would be considered inappropriate for this event.    

Parking- The best place to park for the Graduation Ceremony is the Bone Student Center parking lot, entering Hayden from the northeast entrance.  

If you have any questions about the information above, please do not hesitate to contact Kathy Taylor, Dean of Students.  Please check the graduation link on the Metcalf homepage, provided by the 8th Grade Graduation Committee, for updates.  The Metcalf Graduation Ceremony will be an exciting event for everyone involved, and we look forward to seeing you there.  

Sincerely,

Marcia Graff Rossi                                   Amy Fritson-Coffman                                   M. Kathryn Taylor
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