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PTO PARENT/STAFF TOPICS – 10/03/2006

1.
STAFF TO PARENT COMMUNICATION & PARENT TO STAFF COMMUNICATION:  Parents are hoping to receive more communication before new programs go into effect.  They would like to be able to offer feedback before and after new programs are put into effect.  

a.  Be aware of their student’s daily work/events at school to improve parent student communication
b.  Be able to assist their student’s with new programs to avoid any issues.

c.  Be able to offer feedback to help programs go as smoothly as possible.

d.  Feel respected as part of the Staff – Parent Team that works in the interest of their students

e.  Will the monthly newsletter come back?

2.
MATH CURRICULUM – EVERYDAY MATH AND 8TH GRADE MATH:  
a.  Family worksheets sent home to help students are not easily deciphered 

b.  Parents would like to know how the Math Programs are being assessed

c.  Many parents are using outside tutorial programs to assist their students – is this necessary or an extra.  It is one factor that was not present in Dr. Dean’s study released in the summer of 2006.  It may help in the comparison of Metcalf’s math program vs. other entering U-high math programs

d.  How is the 8th grade math program unfolding?  (“Algebra for everyone” and Differentiated Instruction” – how it that working?)

3.
STUDENT INVOLVEMENT:  It seems to be important to most parents that students are asked to be leaders, volunteers, etc in the middle grades.  We have asked Dr. Mueller and several of her Service Club members to present a new program tonight.  This hopefully will help with this topic.

a.  What happened to Student Council, Service Projects and Volunteering?

4.
5TH/6TH GRADE CURRICULUM:  Questions have been asked about this program.

a.  Some overlap was expected between the two grades, but is the 6th grade building on the 5th grade curriculum or are both doing the same core work?

5.
ADVANCED COURSES:  Due to the small class sizes, are their opportunities for advanced classes?

a.  Can we offer advanced core courses here at Metcalf? Utilize U-high or ISU?

6.
PHYSICAL BUILDING IMPROVEDMENTS:  Metcalf has areas in need of improvement – how can we get this done?

a.  Can the speed of WORK ORDER COMPLETION  be enhanced?  (Boys lockers in locker room)

b.  Can we start a beautification committee and parents can assist on a beautification day?    

7.
MOVIES/BOOKS, ETC:  Parents have expressed the following thoughts:

a.  Can Movies have proven educational value before shown to students? Possible Internet listing of approved viewing materials??  

8.
DISCIPLINE PROGRAMS:
a.  What programs are in use – what are the purposes and thoughts behind the chosen methods?

b.  Is the punch system working – do parents and staff believe in it?  Does it work with the students?

9.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROGRAM:
a.  Why French versus Chinese or Indian, etc

10.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM:
a.  Are we moving towards the body fit for life programs versus sport training?  Do we need new equipment?

11.
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM:
a.  Are the lunches nutritional?  Can Nutritional Information be available to parents?  Food Safety vs. Food Nutrition questions?
