

Thursday, September 6

    7:00 to 8:30

                    Zimmerman Library


PTO Kick Off Meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm in the Zimmerman Library.

Heather Marshall introduced the 2007-2008 PTO Board – Heather Marshall – President, Bob Piker – Vice President, Sarah Curtis – Treasurer and Michelle Hardman – Secretary.

Attendees introduced themselves.  Beth Sinclair, Jami Andre, Sarah Curtis, Joan Styczynski, Julie Murphy, Andrea Markert, Adena Meyers, Christy Bazan, Michelle Schuline, Rebecca Africano, Cindy Mohrman, Jamie Outlaw, Barb Jacobsen, Patti Koranda, Janice Cooper, Kris Harding, Jeavita Jackson, Dean Plumadore, Saad Elzanati, Kris Wilken, Amy Coffman, Kathy Taylor, Jim Allen, Mara Harris, Holli Will, April Schultz, Monica Noraian, Kirk Noraian, Robin Harper, Angela Ambers-Henderson, Howard Henderson Sr., Heather Marshall, Bob Piker, Michelle Hardman and Chris Holmes.

Previous Month’s Minutes:  Minutes were accepted and approved.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:  

Heather read a note from Marcia Rossi, which thanked the PTO for the going away gifts and for their work during her tenure.

The Website has been updated.  We are working to put all PTO information out on the website.  Room Parent documents for your classes are available on the PTO site.

Visit the site to find out about upcoming events, view photos from recent events, and general items.

There are several unclaimed copies of the 2006-2007 Yearbook.  Please contact Heather Marshall or Michelle Hardman to purchase a copy ($12 each).

The PTO will work hard this year to cut down on the number of copies we produce.  Parents should look to their email for all PTO updates.  If you do not have access to email, please let a PTO rep or board member know.  We will monitor our copier usage for the year and determine a possible payment process to the school if needed.  Remember, when making copies try to use ½ or 1/3 sheets and back-to-back pages.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

2006-2007 Budget:

The 2006-2007 Budget has been closed.  Carryover items include Kalin Hunter Fund, Library Fund, and Music Dept Fund – these will be used as soon as possible. 

Last year we spent $27,000 in teacher grants and school enhancement projects.  This year we are starting with a surplus, but we have many enhancement items on the priority listing that we project to easily use these funds and the funds raised from Montage.

We received $2000 in grant money from the State Farm Matching Program last year, 70 extra directories were ordered at registration this year, we received $6,000 in registration PTO fees and we are working hard on the Montage Raffle and Event Night planning.

We had a couple summer expenses, which were approved – Books for kindergarten, Chair folders for 3rd grade, Chair folders for 4th grade and going away gifts.

The Treasurer report was accepted and approved.

Treasurer: 2007-2008 Budget:

This year's budget was reviewed by the board and all attendees at the kick off meeting.  Items to update include:

Allowing $21,000 in the budget for Classroom Grants

Allowing $12,000 in the budget for School Improvements

We discussed the possibility of adding some fun nights to the budget which would be fully paid for from the PTO budget.  This discussion let to the thought of PTO covering all costs at the annual Gym and Swim.  We will vote on this at the next PTO meeting.

The Artworks program is changing.  We will leave the Artworks budget numbers the same, but do anticipate them to change when the actual numbers come in.  The new program utilizes the internet for display of artworks and ordering.  15% of the purchase amounts will be donated to the school.

We noted that only the treasurer will handle donated funds for all PTO sponsored events.  Therefore, if donations are made in the name of an event, the money will be accounted for by the treasurer and all expenditures will be reimbursed through the PTO account by the treasurer.

The Budget Approval was moved to the next meeting to allow time to update the changes discussed at the Kick Off Meeting.

CHAIR REPORTS:

Food Permitting:
Christy Bazan reminded us to apply for food permits for any event which will be selling food items.  If there are any questions, please contact Christy.

Fall Festival:  Planning for the Fall Festival is going well.  Jen Filipiak is this year's chair.  She has received large donations from a church in town which had many large cowboy themed displays and from a storage facility in order to store the donated displays for the event.

Montage:  Rebecca Africano and Michelle Hardman updated the group on the Montage progress.  We have many parents out in the community soliciting for auction items.  We are working with the room parents to start classroom basket donations.  

We discussed the need for several chairs and have received several new volunteers.  Kimberly Harris will be taking on the advertising and Anita Pancrazio will be taking on the Food/Beverage/Location coordination and has formed a committee for this task.

Thank you for volunteering!

Montage Raffle:  Beth Sinclair reported on the raffle.  We have nearly 220 raffle tickets out to sellers.  Booths will be present on the U-High Homecoming and at the ISU Homecoming.  We will also be selling raffle tickets at some of the Metcalf games.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:

Amy Coffman reported on the start of school activities:

We started off the school with a new initiative for leadership.  The "Dog Poop Initiative" has been introduced to the faculty, staff, parents and students to encourage Leadership throughout the school.  There is an electronic copy of this book on our website..check it out!  We will also be looking for "Scoopers" in the school (great leaders).

Thanks for the "Fat Tuesday" aka..Teacher Appreciation days.  They are very much appreciated by all the staff!

Drop Off and Pick Up:  The staff sincerely appreciates all the support in working to provide the best possible drop off and pick up experience.  There was general discussion about repainting the lines/arrows in the lot (special thanks to the unknown crew that painted this over the weekend!), the possibility of adding some signage and the offer that all ideas can be dropped in the administration mailboxes and will be reviewed in the spring.

Please remember:  Parking along the fence is okay as long as space is left between cars to allow for exit access, only 2 ROWS of cars are parked along the fence, and the rows should be somewhat tight to allow for the flow of traffic to the exits.

In the mornings, please remember to use the parking spaces if you will be staying on the playground with your children. If you will not be staying on the playground, please drop off and quickly move out of the flow of traffic.

ISU Homecoming Parade:  Administration is working with the college to see if Metcalf can be a part of the parade – look for more information soon.

The staff circulated amongst the Open House events and were pleased to see so many families in attendance – that is what makes Metcalf so wonderful..our families!

Internet Safety Night:  Ken Fansler and Cindy Mohrman are working on dates for an Internet Safety class to help parents understand what their students have available on the web and how to work with your students and your computers to ensure a safe internet environment.  (Possible dates include October 25, 29, or 30..more to come)

OPEN DISCUSSION:

PTO Budget Priorities:

We are working with the faculty and staff to create a web page to display the school wish list/needs items.  These are items that will enhance the classroom programs, physical building, exterior "classroom" space and/or the general learning environment at Metcalf.

We are also working on a list of major items that will enhance the school.  The items discussed at the meeting included:

Sprinklers for the Butterfly Garden

Trex Picnic Tables for the Playground Area (create and outdoor classroom)

Awnings for exterior areas where light is too present in the classrooms

Electronic Sign (on the back of the building for parent information)

Outdoor Education Support

Air Conditioning for the gyms (may be too big for PTO?)

Teacher Grants

If you have priorities not listed above, please email Heather Marshall with your ideas.

Outdoor Education:  The Outdoor Education Staff asked PTO to support them in adding Horseback riding to the 8th Outdoor Education experience.  The motion was approved to pay for the Horseback riding.  This was approved as an annual budget item.

Security/Master Plan:

Security plans are moving along well.  Locks have been upgraded on all the classroom doors to allow for the teachers/staff to lock doors from the interior.  Exterior coded locks have been added to all non/egress doors (classrooms, lounges, etc).  The next step is adding the new walls to cut down on traffic between ISU spaces and the Metcalf School spaces.

The 7th and 8th classes have been relocated to more central areas of the school and their lockers have been put in place.  We no longer occupy space on the upper floors of Rachel Cooper.

Babysitting Class:  Patti Koranda will be holding a babysitting class on October 8th for 5th and 6th graders.

Wildchatter:  If anyone has news for the September Wildchatter, please email to MichelleHardman@insightbb.com as soon as possible.

Next Meeting:  The Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 and our Next Meeting is Tuesday, October 2nd at 6:00 in the Zimmerman Library.

