

Tuesday, December 4

    6:00 to 8:30

                    Zimmerman Library


PTO Meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm in the Zimmerman Library.

Attendees:  Heather Marshall, Michelle Hardman, Sarah Curtis, Amy Coffman, Rebecca Africano, Barb Jacobsen, Joan Styczynski, Angela Henderson, Howard Henderson and Bob Piker.

Previous Month’s Minutes:  Minutes were accepted and approved with the addition of acct. notes.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:  

Fall Festival – Thank you to all the fall festival volunteers and especially Jen Filipiak for organizing the event.  As always, it was a great success and the students loved it!

Montage – Thank you to the Montage Staff for the Planning and Preparation leading up to the December 15th Montage event.

Topic Meeting Announcement – The next Topic Meeting will be held on January 10, 2008.    Topics should be kept to items that directly affect large parts or the whole school population.  Please review the Topic Guidelines on the PTO website for questions.  Topics are due January 3 in order to be included in the January Topic Meeting.

PTO / ISU Parking Space – The PTO has agreed to allow the parking space to be used by the administration as part of an incentive program for the 2008-2009 school year.  Their were concerns that the parking space may not be able to be used for the entire 2008-2009 school year due to possible construction concerns.  For this reason the PTO felt it was not feasible to auction the parking space for the 2008-2009 school year.   The PTO will retain ownership of the parking spot.  The spot will be sold to the administration for the face value.

Congratulations! – Congrats to Principal Amy Coffman on completing her Doctoral Degree. 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:  

Enhancements to the school’s security system are moving right along.  The new interior walls will be added some time in January.   A note detailing the upgrades will be included with the next mailing on grades.

February 15th is Founder’s Day and the celebration of our 150th Birthday.

The Administrative Quarterly Report is available on line.  It was noted at the meeting that several people had trouble opening the report to view/read it.  The administration is going to place the report on line in multiple formats to ensure proper viewing for everyone.  The report is also available in paper format in the office for those without computer access.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

As of December 4, 2007, the PTO accounts overall total was $65,254.46 with the following individual account balances:  Checking -  $45,737.61 plus $12,500 set aside for the library, with  $250 set aside for Kalin Hunter memorial, totaling $58,487.61; ISU Foundation account - $4,766.85 plus $2,000 set aside for Hayden, totaling $6,766.85. 

The October Budget Report was approved after adding the budget numbers statement.
PROGRAM CHAIR REPORTS:

Montage:  Christy Bazan and Rebecca Africano are preparing the "invitations" and save the date cards for Metcalf Families and ISU Staff and Families.  They look great and we will see them out soon!  

Auction Items:
We have some terrific Auction items coming in!  Nicholas Africano Glass 

Sculpture, Cubs/Brewers tickets in Milwaukee with Hotel Accommodations, The Pool 

Party for 25, PK's party and many more!!  Check it out at WWW.TMSMontage.com

Class Baskets:  Class Baskets look fabulous and should be moved to the Faculty Conference Room no later than Friday, December 14!

Raffle Tickets:  Raffle Ticket Finalists will be drawn Friday, December 7th at the Morning Assembly.  Each Finalist will receive 2 tickets to the Montage Event.  The final 4 winners will be chosen at Montage.

Solicitors:  All items must be in the office by Friday, December 14.  Thank you for everyone’s hard work.

Holiday Bazaar:    The Holiday Bazaar is in full swing.  Set up is Thursday night with the program running all day Friday the 14th.  Students will shop during their gym times.  We have tons of gifts..thank you to all donors!

BoxTops:  Start turning in your BoxTops – Class charts are up and the competition is on!!

OPEN DISCUSSION:

Artsonia:

Artsonia funds will be directed to the Metcalf Art Program rather than the PTO.  This was agreed upon by the attendees at this month’s PTO meeting.  The PTO used to handle the Artworks program, but the PTO is not needed (with the exception of scanning volunteers) to administer this program, so it was determined that the Art Program should benefit directly from their work.

Artsonia returns 15% of all orders to Metcalf Art Program..yeah!

Music Department:

The music department has used their grant for the 2006-2007 school year to purchase a Timpani Drum and cover.

Pioneer Traveling Museum:

It was voted to support the traveling museum at a cost of $700.00.  The K-4 grade students will all attend the museum and it has been a huge success in the past.  The museum travels to the school every 4 years.

PTO Audit:

Sarah is working to find an accountant to audit our PTO accounting for the 2006-2007 school year. We hope to have it completed during the 3rd quarter.

Chess Club:

The PTO has paid for the new clocks for the Chess Club.  The clocks will be used during the team practices and matches starting in January.  Good Luck ChessCats!

Classroom Grants:

We currently have 14 grants received.  The deadline to turn in grants is December 14th.

Montage Madrigal Singers:

The PTO voted to pay the U-High Madrigals $100 for their performance at the upcoming Montage event.  The Madrigals had agreed to volunteer their services, but the PTO felt it is more important to be supportive of the U-High program.

Topic Meeting Topics:

It was discussed that Topic sent to the president must be as detailed as possible.  During the preparation for the last topic meeting two topics were received.  Both topics were perceived to have been previously discussed during the last school year.  The PTO board asked administration to provide an updated on these topics in the quarterly report prior to having a topic meeting to having a second discussion on these topics.  The administration did provide an update to these two topics and several others in the report – please read the quarterly report on line for more information.

The PTO is dedicated to ensuring all topics are given the floor for discussion.  We ask that the topics be as detailed as possible when sent in to avoid confusion. We will also do our best to make sure that we research the topics as much as possible prior to the meetings. Thank you!

Next Meeting:

 The Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 and our Next Meeting is Thursday, January 10 at 6:00 in the Zimmerman Library.  This will be a topic meeting.  Please send topics to Heather Marshall one week prior to the meeting.

