

Thursday, May  1


    6:00 to 7:30

                    Zimmerman Library


PTO Meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm in the Zimmerman Library.

Attendees:  Bob Piker, Rebecca Africano, Barb Jacobsen, Michelle Hardman, Sarah Curtis, Kathy Taylor, Becky Camp, Jen Filipiak, Patti Koranda, Lynn Litwiller, Jessica Wutz

Previous Month’s Minutes:  Minutes were accepted and approved.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:  

PTO Meeting Announcement – Next PTO meeting will be in September – Schedules will be on the website soon!    

PTO 2008-2009 Positions:  The PTO is looking for a SECRETARY and CAREER DAY coordinators and an AUDITOR to review last year’s PTO Treasurer books.  

Secretary:
Take Notes at Each Meeting (9 meetings / year)



Type up Notes and send to Board for Approval



Make copies of notes (at Metcalf) for the next meeting



Sit on Classroom Grant board – help make decisions about expenditures



Approve items outside of meeting as part of board as needed

Career Day:
Work with Administration to develop several classes or career sessions for 6th – 8th



to attend on the morning of teacher institute in February (usually first week)




Auditor:
Review the Treasurer documents to ensure proper accounting.  We have had an 




excellent treasurer for the last 3 years, so this should be a piece of cake!!  Please




let us know as soon as possible if you are interested in volunteering or know of




someone that may be able to help.

PTO MEETING SITTERS:  PTO provided sitters for the last 3 PTO meetings.  There was a small group of parents that used the service.  We hope that next year more parents will use the service to help allow them to attend the PTO meetings.  All parents are automatically members of the PTO. 

CLASSROOM GRANTS UPDATE:  Our Parents and community have been extremely generous this year.  We receive wonderful thank you letters from all our staff members when they receive their grants.  These grants really allow the staff and the school to purchase extra special items that are needed to continuously enhance our programs.  Thank you for your continuous support of Metcalf and your generosity!

This year we have granted nearly $52,000.  Major grants includes:  20 picnic tables ($14,000 outdoor classrooms), Office Depot Educational Spending Cards for teachers ($2500), Hayden Auditorium Updates ($8,100), ADA Compliant School Signage ($2,200), Technology Purchases ($10,000), PE Pedometers/Heart Rate Monitors ($5,000),  and the PAWS for Pontiac Donation Match (900.00).  

PTO WEBSITES:  It was approved to keep the TMS.Montage Website for use in the future.  It was decided that main PTO website will be moved back to an ISU server now that it has been revised and is ready for general updates.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  

BOOKMATCH – Congratulations to JESSICA WUTZ & LINDA WEDWICK.  They have published Bookmatch, which will be available this summer.  Jessica and Linda have been working on this research project for the last 5 years.  The project works with students to understand how they select books at the appropriate level without pre-leveling by the teachers.  The program has been found to be immensely successful.  They have been presenting the program during these five years of research.  Jessica and Linda will present in Florida next week.  They will have new presentation materials to hand out to seminar participants because Jessica was awarded one of the Mary S. Arnold research grants this week…congrats!
MARY S. ARNOLD AWARDS:  The Metcalf research scholarships were awarded last week and will be used for the betterment of teaching and curriculum.  David Sulzberger (Music), Donna Zawatski (Music) and Jessica Wutz (1st grade) were awarded this year’s scholarships.
GOLDEN APPLE – Roberta Maubach was selected as a winner of The Golden Apple Award!!  She was on Channel 31 news and the June 7th GALA will be on WILL –TV.  This is a wonderful honor..congrats!

THOSE WHO EXCEL –   Laurel Schumacher has been nominated for the Illinois Those Who Excel.  Documents have been sent in..good luck Laurel!

SUE STROYAN – Sue has been nominated for the Chamber of Commerce’s annual Women of Distinction Award..good luck Sue!

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK:  May 5 through 9 is Teacher Appreciation week.  It will be kicked off by the administration on Monday with an after work Cinco de Mayo celebration.  The celebration will include a Workshop on differentiated instruction.  This workshop is part of the MAC, (Metcalf Acclimation Classes) which helps 1st and 2nd year teachers.

OUTDOOR ED UPDATE –  Outdoor Ed for 7th graders was great last week and the staff is looking forward to the next group.  Thanks to Mrs. Cvelbar for preparing our students for outdoor camp cooking in your Home Economics classes!

GYM & SWIM – The gym and swim was a great success this year.  We had a wonderful turnout.  It was suggested that we continue to provide the food at no cost to our families.  The PTO would like to add more family events to our calendar that are sponsored by the PTO. More info to come next year!

GRADUATION – Information was sent home today – make sure to check out the graduation website!  The graduates will be taking a trip to the St. Louis City Museum as their class trip.

STAFF UPDATES:

Lucinda Miller

7th/8th grade

 One year Maternity Leave

Sue Stroyan 

2nd Grade

 Retirement

Marinda Cvelbar

Home-Ec

 

Chris Kozik

Tech Staff

 

Marilyn Blank

Pre-School

 Retirement

Tony Huchel

Tech/Shop

 Retirement

Bethany Beilfeldt 
5/6 Language Arts


Jim Allen

Dean of Students

Accepted Position as Vice Principal in Pekin (Congrats!)

Christine Woywod
Art Teacher 



Amy Coffman and Kathy Taylor will be interviewing candidates for each of these positions and expect to have them filled by mid-summer.  

REGISTRATION MATERIALS:  Look for your registration materials on line this year!  This will allow parents to print items that need to be turned in (some may be filled out on line).  We will still have a registration day in August to turn in the materials and purchase parking passes.  Materials/Computers will be available at the school for those without internet access at home.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

Account Balances - As of 4/1/2008


Checking-Commerce

            61,278.61


Hayden Fund-ISU Fdn

8,100.00
(Hayden Updates from here)


ISU Fdn



15,200.85
(Picnic Table Payments from here)


Kalin Fund-Commerce

250.00

(Equipments Dedication from here)
Library Fund-Commerce

12,500.00
(Library Table updates from here)


TOTAL



97,329.46
A large number of classroom grants have not been paid at this point.  Payments should be complete by Late June.

METCALF SIGNAGE:

Part of the classroom grant money will be going towards the purchase of informational/directional signage for the school.  It is difficult to find major areas as a visitor or new parent. The signs will be ADA compliant. 

It was voted to give the board approval to approve extra funding as needed for the signs in order to keep the order process moving.  More information will be available in May.

The board approved $200 over budget for the signage.  Total signage costs were $2200.00.

PARENTS PLAY IN PE

Parents are invited on Monday (5/5) and Tuesday (5/6) to participate in PE class.  This is part of the program to get kids moving.  If parents are moving and exercising, the kids will follow.  Come join us for a fantastic day!  PK is looking at summer goals for students to help parents keep kids moving during those summer months!
NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED:  

BOB PIKER:

PRESIDENT

2008-2009

BARB JACOBSEN:
VICE PRESIDENT
2008-2009

LYNN LITWILLER:
TREASURER

2008- ?

Michelle Hardman:  Thank you for 3 yrs of service on the PTO Board (President, Vice President, Secretary)

Sarah Curtis:
Thank you for 3 yrs of service on the PTO Board (Treasurer)

Heather Marshall:
Thank you for 2 yrs of service on the PTO Board (President, Vice President)

The Meeting was adjourned at 7:30.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER WILDCAT FAMILIES!!

