

Thursday, March 6


    6:00 to 8:30

                    Zimmerman Library


PTO Meeting:

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm in the Zimmerman Library.

Attendees:  Bob Piker, Rebecca Africano, Barb Jacobsen, Michelle Hardman, Sarah Curtis, Patti Koranda, Amy Coffman, Sheryl Chambers, Becky Camp, Christine Crockett, Tammy Reiss, and Amy Ponce

Previous Month’s Minutes:  Minutes were accepted and approved.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:  

PTO Meeting Announcement – The next PTO Meeting is Tuesday, April 1st (No Joke!!)    

PTO 2008-2009 Positions:  The PTO is looking for a SECRETARY and CAREER DAY coordinator.  

PTO MEETING SITTERS:  PTO will be providing sitters during the last 2 PTO meetings as a trial.  If you would like to have a sitter available for the PTO, please contact Bob Piker or Barb Jacobsen.  Sitting is $2 per child. We had one family use the sitting service at the March PTO meeting.

HEATHER MARSHALL – PTO President Heather Marshall was blessed on March 5 with a new son – Lukee.  Therefore, Bob Piker and Barb Jacobsen will be the acting President and Vice President through the end of the school year.

THANK YOU TO PTO – The PTO received many cards of appreciation from the teachers and staff for the $50 gift cards given as part of the classroom grant program.

CLASSROOM GRANTS – The PTO voted to purchase picnic tables in order to serve as outdoor classrooms, outdoor meetings areas, extra lunch space and special event areas.  The picnic table grant is for up to $15,000.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  

GOLDEN APPLE – The Golden Apple Award committee has selected Roberta Maubach (3rd grade teacher) as one of the 30 finalists out of the 600 nominees!  The selection committee will announce the Top 10 within the next month.  If chosen as the winner, Roberta will earn a 6 month sabbatical in order to handle speaking engagements.    

THOSE WHO EXCEL –   Laurel Schumacher has been nominated for the Illinois Those Who Excel.  Documents will be turned in April and we look forward to hearing from the selection committee.

Both Roberta and Laurel are excellent selections for these awards and will represent Metcalf with honor!

PRESCHOOL UPDATE –  The Preschool Teacher position has been posted on the ISU Website.  The preschool will have two Pre-Kindergarten classes (am / pm).  The classes will consist of 12 students in the morning and 12 students in the afternoon – both 5 days a week.  This is 4 more students than the previous program held.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

Account Balances - As of 1/10/2008


Checking-Commerce

            70,131.19


Hayden Fund-ISU Fdn

2,000.00



ISU Fdn



13,735.85



Kalin Fund-Commerce

250.00



Library Fund-Commerce

12,500.00



TOTAL



98,617.04
Classroom Grants:   $52,500 will be spent on the classroom grants by the end of the fiscal year (June 2008).

The following items are being purchased through the classroom grants program:  Picnic tables, Switch activated tape recorder, closed caption decoder with RCA jacks, Storage and drying rack, reading books, wet/dry shop vac, humidifier, paintbrushes, paper cutter, new rug, literacy big books, document camera, 4 personal cd players, Reader’s theatre book set, writing skills curriculum books, Rubbermaid tubs, reading/writing program books, Mentor texts for writing, Rand McNally classroom atlas set, Lap top computers, document projector, Van de Graff generator for electrostatic experiments, LCD Monitor, 8GB Ipod/cable, Office Depot gift cards, Sensory center equipment, 10 pairs of swim fins, Library Table restoration, Hayden upgrades, DVD player, Large Scanner, Portfolio prints, Art DVD’s, Orff Stands, Camcorder and Tripod, Violin, bow and case, Cello, bow and case, Nota posture chairs, chair cart, metronome, cymbal stands, music stands, electric piano movers, bass drum mallets, music, Data projector, VHS/DVD combo player, School Signage and Physical education equipment (heart rate monitors, etc).

TOPIC DISCUSSION:

1. Middle School  Update:  Amy outlined the curriculum mapper program through a very concise presentation. We discussed the links between ISAT testing and standards.  As the mappers are completed they will be available for parent viewing.  IF you have specific questions or concerns, please work with individual teachers or the administration. 

2.  Foreign Language Study:  A committee has been working through the year to determine the best foreign language program for U-High, Metcalf and the ISU clinical hours program.  The committee has not finalized their recommendations yet but information will be available in the near future.

3.  Annual Play:  A discussion about the behind the scenes events and the play timing took place.  There were concerns with the student respect for each other’s roles when working behind the scenes.  It was discussed and decided at this time we will ask that the students take any concerns directly to Mrs. Thomley. 

4.  Movies at School:   Sometimes movies are shown in classrooms or in the auditorium for multiple grades.  There was a discussion that the movies need to be rated appropriately for the grade level and it was suggested that movies should have some educational value.  Currently movies go through an administrative review prior to showings.

The Meeting was Adjourned.

