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METCALF PTO MINUTES

Tuesday, February 10th 

6:00-7:30PM

ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY

ATTENDEES

BOB PIKER  


PRESIDENT

BARB JACOBSEN


VICE-PRESIDENT

LYNN LITWILLER


TREASURER

DIXIE HUBBARD


SECRETARY

AMY FRITSON-COFFMAN, KATHY WETTER, JENNI BLUM, REBECCA AFRICANO, MICHELE SOUTHERD, PATTI KORANDA, JOY HEFFNER, Sheryl Chambers, Rissa Hinton-Smith
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

The mini-courses went well this year.  One concern the parents shared was that they didn’t know what they could teach. One solution to the problem is; a letter could be sent out at registration explaining the different types of courses and that anyone can teach them.  The courses could be anything from collecting rocks to a Science Experiment. This will hopefully encourage the parents and there will be more to sign up at registration.  We will send out reminders throughout the year reminding parents to sign up.  
We encourage more participation in co-chairing this event next year as well.  This is a fun day for our students so we try to make sure it happens.

All grant requests were funded, which amounted to a little over $26,000.

Career day was rescheduled for March 27. Holli Will has graciously offered to be our Career Day Chair this year.
A change request for grant money was approved after the original meeting for approval.  The number of document cameras was increased because Wes Matjeka was able to get a better price. The price changed from $4840 (for 8) to $4098 (for 10), so the PTO was able to save nearly $1060. 2 more teachers and another 50 kids will be quite pleased.
· Funded all grant requests

· A little over 26,000

· All grant requests approved

Montage 2010: More Committee volunteers still needed.
The date reserved is Saturday, February the 13th at the Bloomington Center for performing arts. The montage will have a Valentines theme this year:  “An Affair of the Heart”.  Having a theme will help the process of planning for all involved.  Parents in the past have thought the chairperson responsibility intimidating but a committee of persons will spread the responsibility so that it will be a lot easier for everyone on the committee.
In an effort to draw more guests and to make the event more about the school, we could change the theme of the auctions.  One suggestion was to use students’ artwork and another suggestion was to have student paintings hung salon style and priced individually.

OLD BUSINESS
Approval of January minutes:  approved

The Holiday Bazaar

There were some concerns about presents appearing too “cheap”. Also, some believed $1 was too much for gifts since the PTO made a profit this year when the event is not supposed to be profitable. A solution would be to go back to seeking gently used goods from parents for presents, using canned goods, and having 25 cent gifts.
Most Parents really enjoy the gently-used presents because of how excited the kids are when the parents open them.  For most, this is what really matters. Some suggested that we should avoid purchasing new gifts for the kids to re-gift.
Some suggestions from the PTO members for future Holiday Bazaars:

· Having the classes each make small gifts for kids to purchase
· Gift exchange

· White elephant exchange

· Collection bin?

Administration Report
During April’s PTO meeting there will be 5 to 10 minutes taken to announce and summarize the new Family Access for Skyword.  The program will allow you to 

   Change your contact information
   Check the absence report for your children
   Check Disciplinary reports for your children
   Make registration more efficient
Orfcats

Presented fabulously in Peoria. They were accepted into the National Conference in Milwaukee.
WAY TO GO ORFCATS!!!
TREASURERS REPORT:

· $48000 in checking
· $60000 total in all accounts
· $8000 foundation account, does not include absentee collections
· Chili supper: net $6000-$7000
There are question about whether or not to keep the baskets. Some baskets are worth more than they are getting in bids and it takes a lot to try and track down the items for the baskets.
Suggestions for a donation box for the food at the chili supper.  There were some families that still wanted to donate.

Raffle items never picked up:

2-Bikes, Artful designs gift certificate.
These raffle items will be used as prizes at the upcoming Gym and Swim event.

Another concern: 

There seems to be a lack of willingness to volunteer time for our school.  It seems as though the same families volunteer for most events.  Volunteers are becoming less willing to help because others are not helping.  In hopes to get more parents involved, the PTO has come up with the following strategies:
The PTO can put together a welcome package for new Metcalf families, letting them know about all of the activities they can become involved with.
Pairing new parents up with old parents (buddy system), which would encourage the bonding needed to keep our “family” alive and together.
Before the last PTO meeting, mentor the new parents.  We could call and invite them all or include this in the acceptance letter. This would help break the ice for next year.  We will send out an email to see who is interested in mentoring.
Have PTO members speak at beginning of the year kindergarten/pre-k parent nights

Have a casual coffee in the commons for new parents
Make the PTO night more enticing for kids by having an activity for them while the meeting is in progress.
Some examples
· Story hour

· Movie night

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Share the music: This is a scholarship for the free rental of a musical instrument. Those families bringing in 20,000 above the poverty level qualify. Student’s family is liable for instrument, not school or PTO.
Adjourned at 7:30 pm 









