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THOMAS METCALF
PTO Meeting Minutes
CALL TO ORDER: 

PTO President, Bob Piker called to order the regular meeting of the Thomas Metcalf School PTO at 6:00pm on September 2, 2008 in the Zimmerman Library. 
Bob Piker, Lynn Litwiller, Barb Jacobsen, Dixie Hubbard, Rebecca Africano, Patti Koranda, Julia Mendez, Sheryl Chambers, Cindy Morhman, Beth Sinclair, Sheli Herman, Jose Rodriguez, Wensley Herbert, Becky Camp, Jen Filipiak, Brenda Wernick, Kim Walker, Amy Coffman, Sarah Curtis, Michelle Schuline, Monica Norian, Paula Deneen
Meeting Minutes for May 2008:
accepted and approved

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

The PTO meetings have been reschedule to be held on the second Tuesday of the Month beginning October 9th.  The November and March meetings will still be on the 1st Tuesdays because of Veterans Day and Spring Break. The meetings will begin at 6:00pm and will adjourn at 7:30 p.m. and will still be held in the Zimmerman Library. Several parents requested the change since U-High meetings are also on the first Tuesdays and parents with students at both schools wanted to be able to attend both school’s PTO meetings.
PTO 2008-2009 POSITIONS: 

President:
Bob Piker
Vice President:
Barb Jacobsen


Treasurer:
Lynn Litwiller

Secretary:
We welcome Dixie Hubbard as our new Metcalf PTO board member. 
Committee Chairs are needed for the following:

MINI-COURSES/CAREER DAY:
During the first week of February students are offered a morning to attend unique classes.  Mini-Courses is for students from Kindergarten through 5th grade, while Career Day is for student’s from 6th to 8th grade.  

Parents volunteer to teach classes in which they have some expertise.  These classes include Hair braiding, ceramics, Home design, Acting, Sciences and many more.  The volunteer sign ups were available in the registration packets or at Registration.  You can also sign up by contacting the appropriate Chair.
MONTAGE:

Montage is held bi-annually and is the larger of the two major fundraisers.  The next Montage will be held in December 2010.  

Montage includes food, beverages, a silent auction, a loud auction, music and fun.  Montage generally adds $20,000 to $25,000 to the PTO budget and allows for major purchases such as the climbing wall and the new picnic tables.

Also Needed--AUDITOR:
An auditor is needed to review the Treasurer documents to ensure proper accounting. Please contact the PTO if you are interested in volunteering or know someone who might be able to help.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  

Reminder: There is no parking in the drop off/pick-up area. Pick up/drop off went smoothly the first two weeks.  

Security System: The new building security system is up and running. There are 37 secured doors that will be open only 15 minutes before school and 15 minutes before the conclusion of school. Parents and visitors will need to sign in at the office and a member of the office staff will allow them through.
Foreign Language: A Foreign language committee will be formed to adress issues and solutions to the issues, such as students whom have taken foreign language from 4th-8th grade then going on to U-High and taking Spanish/French 1 by choice.  Possible solutions to the problem could be receiving Highschool credit or even college credit while adding other foreign languages to their curriculum.
Wellness Program: The new Wellness Program has been widely accepted by staff and parents.  The hope for this program is to provide healthy snacks in class thus replacing the sugar filled snack from the past.  We know our children will benefit greatly both mentally and physically.  Birthday’s and holidays may be the exceptions to the program, which a student may bring in cupcakes or cookies to celebrate.

Signage: The board approved $200 over budget for the signage. This decision was made to benefit parents and visitors while maneuvering around the school.  The Signage has proved to be very beneficial.
NEW BUSINESS:
Picnic Tables Update, concrete costs for ADA compliancy? Can the PTO contribute to or fully fund additional costs? $8100? Administration and PTO is looking into the possibility of obtaining labor donation for the installation of concrete to save costs. If this is possible it must meet with ISU approval. Options are being considered.
Event photography, Jen Filipiak has offered to take photographs at various school events. Release form. We had the idea of selling the photos of different activities and games, to kids and parents and making photos visible on the PTO website. It was suggested that Jen contact U-High because they offer a similar program and could offer valuable insight.
A Metcalf parent passed away recently and the PTO was asked if it were possible to contribute towards a celebration of life dinner after the visitation for friends and family. The costs were $400 and our PTO Board unanimously agreed to give $200 as the 5th grade classes would be contributing the remainder. Normally, contributions would be brought up as a motion beforehand but because time was of the essence in this regard we agreed to provide a check for $200 and bring a motion to that effect during this meeting. A motion for was made and seconded.

Lynn Shook (Illinois State University, Thomas Metcalf School, Athletic Director and Faculty Associate) would like to know if PTO funding for 8th Grade Outdoor Ed horseback riding will continue or should they make a request from the PTO every year? Lynn Litwiller, PTO Treasurer, pointed out that funding is already a line in the budget.
CLASSROOM GRANTS UPDATE:

TECHNOLOGY GRANTS: The library will be getting 45 new Dell laptops, which were purchases at $425 per laptop.

P.E. GRANT: The P.E. program was grateful to have received numerous additions to their cirriculum, via classroom grants, which included: 50 heart rate monitors, 50 pedometers, aerobic steps, and fitness balls.
Treasurer’s Report:
Account Balaces as of 08/28/08

Checking-Commerce:

40,128.54

Hayden Fund-ISU Fdn:
236.48


ISU Fdn:


2,381.58


Kalin Fund-Commerce:  
250.00

Library Fund-Commerce:
12,500.00


Music Department Fund:  
0.00


Technology Fund:

0.00







Welcome back metcalf families. 
Overall Account Balances:	55,496.60








