
METCALF PTO MINUTES
JANUARY 13TH, 2009
6:00-7:30PM
ZIMMERMAN LIBRARY


ATTENDEES

Bob Piker				Barb Jacobsen
Amy Fritson-Coffman	Sheryl Chambers
Michelle Mueller 		Kathy Taylor 
Rebecca Africano		Becky Camp
Kathy Witta 			Linda Aylund
Heather Marshall		Rissa Hinton-Smith
Patty Koranda

PRESIDENTS REPORT
	
Book night discussion about “Mindset” went fabulously! Thanks to all who attended and we hope to see you next time!
The Holiday Bazaar was a big success. The group discussion and recommendations for next year included:
· Substitute canned goods for dollars to buy Bazaar items. 
· Allow kids to bring canned goods throughout previous week so they are not over-burdened on Bazaar day. 
· Make more announcements with suggestions for Dad items. 
· Continue practice of “withholding” some gifts for the later shoppers to ensure all shoppers get a good choice. 
· Post announcements throughout the year saying, “still collecting Holiday Bazaar items no matter what the season” to encourage bargain shopping at post-holiday sales
Chili Supper Update:
 No “bouncing room” but plenty of food and fun. Amy will contact Christine to buy food with tax-exempt status. Need volunteers to set-up and clean-up. Bob will contact 5th graders who are exiting P.E. class at that time to assist in setting up chairs/tables.
Childcare – PTO agreed to send a note to parents asking for an RSVP for childcare with response due one week in advance of the next meeting. Decision will then be made whether it is a reasonable cost for the group and parents will be notified. Point made that parents are most likely to attend when there is a specific agenda item they feel directly impacts them.
Montage – Committee is forming and still open to members. Rebecca will develop list of major responsibilities so committee members can better understand their commitment. Bob will contact Dave Young at BCPA to determine a new date.
Mini Courses still need volunteers and those to help the volunteers.  
Barb approved December PTO minutes and PK seconded.

Administration Report

Projections are 28 children in preschool this year that will be moving into kindergarten.  We try to keep our Kindergarten class sizes around 18 to 20 students in each room. Preschool fees will increase to $3,000 next year. Rissa expressed the cost is comparable to other preschools in the area such as Chesterbrook and Cornerstone. PTO discussed offering partial preschool grants to maintain economic diversity. The discussion will continue in the next meeting.

Treasurer's Report

Bob filled in for Lynn and listed $55,000 as approximate total for accounts with about $43,000 in spendable money available for grant requests. Chili Dinner and Absent Tea totals will increase the amount.

PTO doubled its insurance coverage for an additional $61.00.

Rissa offered fundraising ideas including a donated basket from Great Harvest Bread Co. and agreed to work on fundraising with local businesses for future PTO events. Bob suggested making this a new PTO position that is listed with other positions at registration and the group agreed (Becky made motion and Barb seconded).

A committee was formed to review Grant Requests:

Two Board Members – Bob and Barb
Two Teachers/Administrators – Amy and P.K.
Two Parents – Rebecca and Sheryl

Meeting date was set for Thursday, Jan. 29th. Becky and all other interested parties are also invited to attend. Bob will ensure everyone gets a copy of the grants in advance.


Other Discussion

To encourage a sense of welcome and foster an invitation to serve the school, participants suggested giving new parents a “mentor” family. Many members agreed. 
To encourage PTO participation, participants also suggested having PTO theme nights such as a Kinder/First Grade mixer. The idea was well received and will be discussed further.

Motion to Adjourn – PK and seconded by Sheryl.
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