Rebecca Africano
601 Oglesby Avenue

Normal, IL  61761

Bob Nugent

5115 Middlebrook Court

Santa Rosa, CA  95404-1959

Dear Bob,

Nicolas and I just received the announcement for your upcoming exhibition, “Bob Nugent, Under the Canopy;” it looks like it will be a beautiful exhibition, I only wish we could be there to see it.  We wish you the best!
Bob, I’m sure you would agree education is an extremely important part of who and what our children and grandchildren become.  Nicolas and I have been blessed with good schools and good teachers for all three boys.  We have also been fortunate enough to be able to be active and involved parents, not just in our children’s education, but in the schools themselves, through helping out in the classrooms to fundraising for the PTO (Parent/Teacher Organization).

This year I have volunteered to Chair the committee for Paul’s (our youngest, who is 6) school’s largest and most important fundraiser, “The Thomas Metcalf School Montage.” Montage is an evening of drinks, dinner, delicious desserts, live entertainment and a silent and live auction.  We have been fortunate enough to have the dinner donated to us by Biaggi’s Ristorante, the bar beverages donated by Pub II and the desserts by my twin sister who use to be the pastry chef for Chez Panise, and now has her own business You Take the Cake.   It would be lovely to have on each table a wonderful bottle of wine to go with dinner.  I was wondering if you would be interested in sponsoring the wine portion for our event (I was thinking a bottle of wine on each table would be a nice addition to dinner).

 As the enclosed letter states, the funds raised by this event will be used to directly enhance the opportunities available to Metcalf students and to help teacher education students (from Illinois State University) who complete many of their clinical requirements at Metcalf.  Because Metcalf is a true “laboratory school” for Illinois State University, the student teachers who use it as a training ground go on to teach all over the country, so that the funds generated by the “Montage” ultimately effect the quality of education in our community as well as those all across the United States.   Metcalf is also a public school, and like all public institutions of learning has been greatly affected by State and Federal Budget cuts.  In order to help bridge that ever widening gap, the Metcalf PTO uses some of these funds to directly enhance the educational experience for each of our children through teacher/staff support, classroom grants and major school improvements (library, technology, school security, etc.).  Here are some past and present examples of teacher/staff grant requests that the PTO was able to meet and would like to continue to contribute to this year and in years to come.

· Increase school security system (on going)

· $10,000 to the New Library Fund (on going, total cost has yet to be determined, buts it will probably be in the $200,000 range)

· Purchase technology equipment for the computer labs and classrooms (on going)

· Support for the Allied Arts Program

· Athletic equipment

· Electronic school sign (approx. cost $20,000)

As John F. Kennedy once said, “Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation.”

I hope you will consider helping us in our fundraising efforts.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.  If you have any questions please call me (309.824.5409) or e-mail me Rafricano@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for your consideration!!

Sincerely,

Rebecca Africano
