Applaud the U High Madrigal Singers and Chris Corpus!
Good evening, and welcome to this year’s Metcalf Montage Holiday Celebration!

For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Rebecca Africano, Co-chair, of tonight’s event.

For those of you who do know me, you know I would rather be having a root canal then speaking in front of a crowd!  So…

At the risk of sounding like an Academy Awards acceptance speech, I would like to take a moment and thank those who helped make tonight possible:

I would first like to thank my husband, Nicolas, for his patience and unwavering support during these past few months…I would not have maintained my sanity without him!  I would also like to thank my sister, Deborah for coming all the way from Seattle to make tonight’s desserts and give me moral support.

I would also like to thank our sponsors…without their generous support tonight’s event would not be possible!


BIAGGI’S RISTORANTE…


PUB II (Terry and Joan Stralow)


BOPI


BREMER JEWELRY


MAGIC 100.7


The Pantagraph


And a special thank you to Marcia Basolo, Katie Henderson and Holiday Spectacular for transforming this room into a work of art!

This evening’s event is the result of the hard work & dedication of the entire Montage Committee:  When I call your name, PLEASE STAND if you are here


Michelle Hardman (Co-chair)


Beth Sinclair


Christy Bazan


Anita Deiz-Pancrazio


Sarah Curtis


Wendy Ives


Joan Styczynski

           Christine Woywood


Kymberly Harris

Barb Jacobsen


Katie Henderson, Marci Basolo


Bob Piker

I would also like to thank all the volunteers who sold raffle tickets, solicited and donated items and helped with setting up and will be helping take down, to please stand as well…

AS YOU CAN SEE…IT TAKES A VILLAGE!

I would like to thank Julie Foehr and Bob V for being our gracious emcees and for all the great radio support from Magic 100.7, and Rob and Joy Luke for presiding over tonight’s live auction;  

LAST BUT NOT LEAST, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR SPECIAL GUESTS WHO ARE HERE TONIGHT, THE TEACHERS, FACULTY AND STAFF of Metcalf School.

I would like to take a moment and read a poem that expresses for me, how important our teachers and faculty are our children…I hope you will agree.

WHOSE CHILD IS THIS?

Author Unknown

"Whose child is this?" I asked one day

Seeing a little one out at play

"Mine", said the parent with a tender smile

"Mine to keep a little while

To bathe his hands and comb his hair

To tell him what he is to wear

To prepare him that he may always be good

And each day do the things he should"

"Whose child is this?" I asked again

As the door opened and someone came in

"Mine", said the teacher with the same tender smile

"Mine, to keep just for a little while

To teach him how to be gentle and kind

To awaken and open his dear little mind

To help him live by every rule

And get the best he can from school"

"Whose child is this?" I asked once more

Just as the little one entered the door

"Ours" said the parent and the teacher as they smiled

And each took the hand of the little child

"Ours to love and guide together

Ours this blessed task forever."

On behalf of the parents and PTO, I would like to thank the faculty and teachers at Metcalf for all that you give of yourselves to help our children see the vitality in themselves.

Thank you all for coming…and have a wonderful evening!
