Rebecca Africano
601 Oglesby Avenue

Normal, Illinois  61761

309.454.1408

309.824.5409

September 28, 2007

Dear Sir or Madam:

My name is Rebecca Africano and I am Co-Chair of the Illinois State University – Thomas Metcalf School “Montage Holiday Celebration” fundraiser.  As the enclosed letter states, the funds raised by this event will be used to directly enhance the opportunities available to Metcalf students and to help teacher education students from Illinois State University, who complete many of their clinical requirements at Metcalf.  Because Metcalf is a true laboratory school for Illinois State University, the student teachers who use it as a training ground go on to teach all of the country, so that the funds generated by the Montage ultimately effect the quality of education not just in our community, but in communities all across the country.  Metcalf is also a public school, and like all public institutions of learning has been greatly affected by State and  Federal budget cuts.  In order to bridge that ever widening gap, the Metcalf PTO uses some of these funds to directly enhance the educational experience for each of our children through teacher/staff support, classroom grants and major school improvements (library, technology, school security, etc.).

The night’s activities will include a silent auction, live auction and raffle drawings.  As part of the silent auction portion, we will be putting together entertainment packages, and thought that a night of wining, dining  and entertainment in Chicago, would be an appealing item.  Being married to an internationally recognized artist, I know what it is like to get countless requests for donations;  however, if I didn’t feel so strongly about the state of education in this country, I wouldn’t waste your time or mine.

I hope you consider this request seriously.  As John F. Kennedy once said, “Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation.”

Thank you in advance for your time.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely

Rebecca Africano
