Rebecca Africano
601 Oglesby Avenue

Normal, Illinois  61761

July 18, 2007

Rob and Joy Luke

300 East Grove Street

Bloomington, IL  61701

Dear Rob and Joy,

It was great to catch up with you, Joy, on the phone the other day.  I’m so happy for both of you;  it sounds like you are embarking on a new and exciting chapter in your lives, one that I hope is full of adventure, good health and happiness!

I was also thrilled that you have agreed to be the auctioneers for this year’s Metcalf Montage.  As I mentioned, The Montage is Metcalf PTO’s  biggest fundraiser, which is held every two years.  This year’s is even more special, because it coincides with the ISU Sesquicentennial celebration, which is also Metcalf’s 150 Birthday!  The money raised from this event will be used to directly enhance the opportunities available to Metcalf students and to help teacher education students (from ISU) who complete many of their clinical requirements at Metcalf.  In other words, the funds generated from the Montage will help produce better teachers for our future, not just for our own community, but for the country as a whole.  The proceeds from this event will also help directly enhance the educational experience for each of our children through teacher/staff support, classroom grants and major school improvements (library, technology, school security, etc.).  

The event will take place on Saturday, December 15, 2007, from 6pm-11:00pm at the Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts.  It will have a combination of silent and live auction items.  At this stage I don’t have a list of live auction items, but there will definitely be works of art!

I know you both are as passionate about the importance of providing the children in our community with the best education possible, and I thank you for that.  Your participation in our event will be extremely beneficial to the total outcome.

 
If there is anything you need or have any questions about the event, please call me, 454.1408 or e-mail me at Rafricano@gmail.com.

As John F. Kennedy once said, “Let us think of education as the means of developing our greatest abilities, because in each of us there is a private hope and dream which, fulfilled, can be translated into benefit for everyone and greater strength for our nation.”

Thank you both for always being so generous and helping make our community a better place for all.

Talk to you soon!

Always,

Rebecca Africano
